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your own personal ambitions for what is best
for a group, and that an institution like the
University of North Carolina, which I had
the opportunity to join in celebrating its
200th birthday just a few months ago, can
really set a standard for the entire country.
And it’s something that I hope not only other
colleges and universities will look at but our
school systems as well.

I get very concerned when I travel around
the country and I see so many children grow-
ing up in difficult circumstances and they’re
going to schools that are no longer able to
finance their team sports programs, their ath-
letic programs, their music programs, the
things that give children a chance to get out
of themselves and reach beyond themselves
and to grow and be part of something impor-
tant. And I don’t believe those things should
ever be held to be in conflict with or adverse
to developing our intellectual faculties that
God gave us.

So the University of North Carolina is truly
a symbol, it seems to me, of what our country
ought to be striving for in the personal devel-
opment of all of its students. And I’m espe-
cially glad to see the triumph of the women
athletes this year. It’s something that my wife
and my daughter and my beloved mother,
if she were still living, would always be very
happy to see me here honoring today.

I thank you all, and I congratulate you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Charlotte Smith, forward, and
Tonya Sampson, guard, with the Tar Heels.

Statement on Protection of Voting
Rights
July 27, 1994

Over the past 30 years, the protection of
voting rights, and the resulting increase in
the number of minority representatives in
Congress, has been a testament to our endur-
ing democracy. Now, it is increasingly clear
that a direct attack is being mounted on elec-
toral districts that contain African-American
or Hispanic population majorities. In the face
of this attack, the position of this administra-
tion is clear: We are committed to the gains

made by minority voters through enforce-
ment of the Voting Rights Act.

When the Voting Rights Act was passed
in 1965 with support from Democrats and
Republicans alike, it was properly viewed as
central to our Nation’s efforts to eradicate
racial discrimination. It seeks not only to in-
crease the number of minority representa-
tives, as important as that is. More fun-
damentally, it ensures that minority voters
have an opportunity to cast meaningful votes
and to elect candidates of their choice, par-
ticularly in those areas where politics are ra-
cially or ethnically polarized.

At my instruction, Attorney General Janet
Reno and Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights Deval L. Patrick are vigorously
defending the congressional districts that are
currently being challenged. Under their lead-
ership the United States has either inter-
vened as a party or become involved as a
friend of the court in every one of these chal-
lenges. Ironically, these districts are the most
integrated congressional districts in the Na-
tion. Under the leadership of Deval Patrick,
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Divi-
sion is working hard to ensure that the Con-
stitution has meaning for minority voters by
making the case that these districts stay in-
tact. I agree wholeheartedly that he should
have all the resources necessary for that
work.

In the short-term, the fate of minority vot-
ing rights is in the courts. In the long-term,
if necessary, I will work with Attorney Gen-
eral Reno and Members of Congress to enact
legislation to clarify and reinforce the protec-
tions of the Voting Rights Act. Inclusion of
all Americans in the political process is not
a luxury; it is central to our future as the
world’s most vibrant democracy.

Statement on the National Rural
Conference
July 27, 1994

Rural America, which makes up a quarter
of our population, is vital to the overall devel-
opment of our Nation’s economy and future.
This administration is committed to working
closely with rural communities in tackling the
important issues of jobs, trade, and the pres-
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ervation of the family farm as our Nation en-
ters the next century.

NOTE: This statement was part of a White House
press release announcing the National Rural Con-
ference on December 1, 1994.

Remarks on Proposed Crime
Legislation at the Department of
Justice
July 28, 1994

Thank you very much, Chief Moose, for
the introduction and for your lifetime of serv-
ice to your community and for the wisdom
of your words and your leadership. Thank
you, Attorney General Reno, for the magnifi-
cent work that you and the others here at
the Justice Department have done on the
crime bill. Thank you, Lee Brown, for the
work you did to make sure that we had
enough funds in the crime bill for drug pre-
vention and drug education programs and
drug treatment programs. Thank you, Sec-
retary Bentsen, for the law enforcement work
you do and the comments you made today.
And I want to thank all of the Members of
Congress who are here. I thank Senator
Metzenbaum for letting Joe Biden get even
with me by calling you in the middle of the
night. [Laughter] I thank you, Congressman
Hughes. I thank you, Congressman Schumer,
for on occasion being like a mad dog in deal-
ing with these issues. I think you will be
proud into a deep, old age for the work you
have done on this crime bill, and I thank you,
sir.

And I cannot say enough about Chairman
Brooks and Senator Biden. I like them both
very much, and it’s not hard to figure out
why when you hear them up here talking.
I ran completely out of my stash of donated
cigars trying to get Jack Brooks to keep push-
ing ahead with every aspect of the crime bill.
[Laughter] People always want to know, you
know, what did the President give away to
get this, that, or the other thing. All I gave
away were mountains of crocodile tears and
donated cigars because Jack Brooks wanted
this country to have a crime bill. Joe Biden,
I think you could see by the visible way that
he is moved by this, how important it is to
him. And I am profoundly grateful to him

for that, and for what he said today. It is
true that I called him at midnight, and that
Joe asked him the next day if he remembered
what the phone call was about. I wish I had
asked him for a lot of other things, because
I’m not sure he did. [Laughter] I could still
make assertions about what we’ve talked
about on that late night.

I thank all of you here who have worked
on this bill, all the representatives of law en-
forcement and others who care about having
a safer America.

Because the conference was finished just
before we started this event, this is truly an
historic day. On the verge we are of a major
victory for our country. It’s been a remark-
able week for America. I think all of us have
joined in the elation we felt when Israel and
Jordan’s leaders came to this country and de-
clared an end to their state of war and their
intention to work together as friends, and
took great pride in the role the United States
played in bringing about that agreement. And
then, less noticed but also important, the
President of Russia made an announcement
that by the end of August, for the first time
since the end of World War II, all Russian
troops would be gone from Germany and
Central and Eastern Europe, and I’m proud
of the role the United States has played in
that endeavor. But I can’t help thinking today
it would be even more important if we could
bring peace to the streets and the children
of the United States.

The Vice President patted me on the back
earlier this week when we were just sort of
swelled up with happiness over the progress
of things with Prime Minister Rabin and
King Hussein and said, ‘‘You know, this is
one of the reasons that you ran for Presi-
dent.’’

But I can tell you, this is one of the reasons
that I ran for President. Almost 20 years ago
now I started my career in public life as attor-
ney general of my State, being involved in
the prosecution and the appeals of criminal
cases, dealing with State police and defend-
ing them when we got sued over first one
thing then another.

When I became Governor, I found myself
in charge of a large and growing prison sys-
tem, an overtaxed but dedicated State police,
with the responsibilities to do everything
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